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Book-by-Book Overview ðJoel 
Overview 
Joel uses a recent calamity in the nation of Judah to teach his hearers a prophetic 
lesson.  The locusts have come, and suddenly every green thing is gone.  Godôs 
spokesman Joel uses this national disaster to bring a dire warning of a far worse 
catastrophe.  Not locusts, but an army from the north will attack Judah and leave 
devastation even more complete than that of the locusts.  The only hope of escape in 
this Day of the Lord is to repent:  ñRend your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your Godò: (2:13).  If His people will repent, then instead of devastating 
judgment God will send unparalleled blessing.  He will judge the nations that hurt His 
people and bring peace to Zion.     
 
Key Concepts 

 Natural disasters (like the locust plague in Joel) can serve as the judgment of God, 
but not all who suffer the consequences should therefore be judged guilty.  Such 
disasters draw our attention to God and stimulate us to self-examination.   

 The Day of Judgment is to be feared, and therefore should motivate us to change 
our ways.  

 Prophecy is more important for what it reveals about God than of what it reveals 
about the future.  Fulfillment is sure, but the message is primary.  

 
Key Teachings about God 

 God wants us to respond to him wholeheartedly. 

 God is jealous for his people, meaning that he is energetically seeking their loyalty 
in a committed relationship.   

 God holds the nations responsible for how they treat his people. 

 God forgives the sin of his people.   
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Joel 
A friend of mine told me the other 
day, ñYou know, we had the locust 

preacher over for dinner.ò   
I said, ñYou mean the local 
preacher.ò He said,  

ñOh, you didnôt see the way he ate!ò 
 

This one really bugs me-does it bug you too? 

 
Joel-Locusts 
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The Benefits of Thanksgiving 
 

Weôve just celebrated Thanksgiving for 2011 and are now entering the 
Christmas season and soon will be into a new year. Before we get too 
far away from Thanksgiving, I wanted to share a few thoughts with you 
about it. Itôs understandable that much of our attention is now focused 
on Christmas and the New Year, but for Christians we dare not neglect  

to remember and apply the lessons that Thanksgiving teaches us as well; so letôs do 
that here. 
 
We are all aware of the commands in Scripture to be thankful. Psalms 106:1,  
ñPraise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures foreverò. Ephesians 5:20, ñalways 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christò. 1 Thessalonians 5:18, 
ñgive thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesusò. We are also aware of the 
primary thing for which we are to give thanks and that is to God for sending Jesus Christ to be our Savior and 
for His amazing sacrifice for us in dying for our sins so that we might have eternal life in Him ï 2 Corinthians 
9:15, ñThanks be to God for his indescribable gift!ò  Thereôs Christmas again!  However I wonder if we are all 
aware of the great benefits to us of having a grateful and thankful heart?  Consider these three benefits: 
 
1. Thanksgiving keeps us focused on God in Christ. 
All we have we have as a gift from God in Christ. James 1:17 ñEvery good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.ò And Paul 
says, in Romans 8:32, ñHe who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?ò  
 
Most of us spend far too much time focusing on ourselves rather than on what God has done for us in Jesus, 
and because we do that our attitudes are often negative and critical.  Itôs human nature to want ñmoreò as 
Oliver in Charles Dickensô book ñOliver Twistò. If we were more focused on the things we do have as a 
blessing from God in Christ, rather than on what we donôt have, we would be more contented. This is a good 
lesson to remember on Christmas morning! 
 
2. Thanksgiving keeps us fixed on grace. 
To be fixed on grace is to have a constant attitude of deep gratitude to God because I realize that I do not 
deserve anything Iôve been given. As we know, we live in an entitlement age. People believe they are 
ñentitledò to what they have not worked for. This is nothing short of sinful arrogance and presumption. The 
Apostle Paul had the right attitude: 1 Corinthians 15:10 ñBut by the grace of God I am what I amò. If we have 
this attitude, it will be a humble admission that we do not deserve any of the blessings God has so freely 
bestowed upon us. I hope on Christmas morning when we open presents we will feel the same! 
 
3. Thanksgiving keeps us free from grumbling. 
Certainly America today is a grumbling nation. We grumble about the current administration, about the 
congress, about taxes (always about taxes!), about the price of gas, and the list goes on and on. To watch the 
evening news is a depressing exercise and one that easily gives way to grumbling. Unfortunately a spirit of 
grumbling has also infected the church. Many churches mimic the nation of Israel who seemed to never be 
content with Mosesô leadership or with their ñlotò in life, even though the Lord Himself was personally taking 
care of them. Paul also has a word for us on this matter using the example of Israel: 1 Corinthians 10:10-11 
10ò And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things 
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the 
ages has come.ò  A grateful and thankful heart is a sure antidote to grumbling; itôs very difficult to complain 
and grumble when we are praising and thanking God for all His blessings to us! 
 
As we approach the celebration of Christôs birth, may we approach it focused on our gifts from God in Christ, 
fixed on grace, and free from grumbling. May you have a merry Christmas and a God blessed New Year! 
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Upcoming Events 

Dec. 1,   7:00 pm Alliance Women Meeting 

Dec. 2-3 Planet Wisdom-Youth Event 

Dec. 4 Communion/Healing 

Dec. 4,   3-5:00 pm Christmas Practice 

Dec. 5  SCRIP order Placed 

Dec. 10,   9-11:00 am  Christmas Practice 

Dec. 11,   9:45 am 
Christmas Program during the 
church service 

Dec. 11,   12:00 pm 
Chili lunch and youth 
fundraiser 

Dec. 11,   3-5:00 pm Elder & Deaconess Meetings 

Dec. 14  
Sign-up deadline  
Big Sandy Camp 
 3

rd
 - 6

th
 grade 

Dec. 24,  4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25  Christmas & Sunday Service 

Dec. 25  
No Bible Fellowship Classes 
(Sunday School) 

Dec. 31 New Years Eve 

Jan. 1 New Years Day 

Jan. 2 SCRIP order Placed 

Jan. 6-8 Big Sandy Camp 3
rd

 -6
th

  

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. B-Day  

 
 

 

Missions Spotlight ð 

Guatemala 

 
Geography 
The size of Tennessee, Guatemala  
(42,042 sq. mi) 
Consists of 3 main regions-cool highlands,  
tropical area along its coasts, and  
tropical jungles in the northern lowlands.  
 
Population 
13,276,517; infant mortality rate ï 27.8/1,000; 
Life expectancy ï70.3 
 
Capitol 
Guatemala City (3,784,700) 
 
Languages 
Spanish-60%; Amerindian (23 languages)-40% 
 
Economy 
Per capita income ï $4,700, inflation ï 6.8%; 
Unemployment ï 3.2%; literacy rate ï 71% 
 
Government 
Constitutional democratic republic.  Guatemala 
gained independence from Spain in 1821.  In 
1996, after a 36-year guerilla war, the government 
signed a peace agreement formally ending the 
conflict.   
 
Religions 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, indigenous Mayan  
 
C&MA Churches 
Entry in 1969- 33 organized churches, 16 
ordained ministers, 5,228 baptized members, and 
9,399 inclusive members. 
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Who/What 
S  

             
 

                                    Rev. Fred Hartley 
 

As the Christmas season is upon us, I am reminded of the fact that life can get pretty crazy during 
this time of the year.  With church ministries, social gatherings, baking and shopping for that 
perfect gift, we can get so caught up in the business of the season that we donôt take time to 
really enjoy what Christmas is all about . . . Emmanuel, God with us! 
We are inspired by the Psalmist in 46:10 to ñBe still and know that I am God.ò  This is Godôs 
formula for His children to know Him and to hear His voice.  In todayôs culture, this formula has 
become so difficult to follow.  Life has so many distractions that keep us from being still.  We are 
constantly pulled in different directions through our jobs, entertainment, facebook, house chores, 
exercising and Iôve barely scratched the surface!  Then, when you add all of the activities of the 
holidays, whew what a busy time!  
My desire is to experience all that God has for me this Christmas season.  I donôt want to get so 
caught up with this activity and eating that Christmas cookie that I get to the end of the year and 
wonder, what just happened?  No, on the contrary, I plan to spend considerable time in the 
church prayer room this Christmas season, taking time to reflect on the goodness of God.  Our 
prayer room is designed so that we can follow Godôs formula to know Him.  So, leave your cell 
phone and to do list at home and spend time in the peace and quiet of the prayer room and truly 
experience Emmanuel. 
 
Please pray for our 11 youth and 4 adults who will be traveling to Eden Prairie, December 2-3, for 
a youth conference called Planet Wisdom.  The theme of the weekend is 24/7:66.  This weekend 
will challenge teens to live the Word of God every day of their lives.  The teaching will train them 
to articulate the evidence for the credibility of Scripture, understand the basic structure of the 
Bible, and teach them three different approaches to studying the Bible on their own.   
Iôm looking forward to my first retreat with our youth! 
 

Pastor Fred  
 

 January 15th 

Answers from Page 6 Answers from Page 5 
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The  touch  

of the  Masterõs  
                     Hand 
 
Ψ¢ǿŀǎ ōŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊǊŜŘΣ  
And the auctioneer  
Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 
But held it up with a smile. 
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L ōƛŘΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƭƪǎΚέ ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜŘΦ  
ά²ƘƻΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚ 
A Dollar, a dollar ς now two, only two ς 
¢ǿƻ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊŜŜΚέ 
 
ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ƻƴŎŜΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ  
DƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜΚΩ- but no! 
From the room far back a gray-haired man 
Came forward and picked up the bow; 
 
Then wiping the dust from the old violin, 
And tightening up all the strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet, 
As sweet as an angel sings. 
 
The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 
{ŀƛŘΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L ōƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǾƛƻƭƛƴΚέ 
And he held it up with the bow.   
 
ά! ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘǿƻΚ 
Two thousand ς ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊŜŜΚ 
Three thousand once and  
  three thousand twice ς 
!ƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƴŜΗέ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜΦ 
 
The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
ά²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ 
ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΚέ 
The man replied: 

òThe touch of the Masterõs Hand.ó 
Many a man with life out of tune, 
And battered and torn with sin, 
Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd, 
Much like the old violin. 
 
IŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ 
IŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ - and almost gone! 

 
 

 

 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd  
Never can quite understand  
The worth of a soul and the change 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻǳƎƘǘ  
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ 
-Myra Brooks Welch 
 
The Master is Jesus Christ.  The bible tells of the  
Many lives He changed. He healed the sick (Luke 
5:17-26); He gave sight to the blind (Mark 8:22-26); 
He evened raised the dead (Luke 7:11-17; John 
11:1-44). 
He has the power to give you a new and better life.  
IŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƭƭ  
power is giveƴ ǳƴǘƻ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ ά  
(Matthew 28:18) 
 
A new, better, and more meaningful life a can be 
ȅƻǳǊǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΦ  ά!ƭƭ 
things  
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΦέ  
όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнуύΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ  
might have life, and that they might have it more 
ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘƭȅΦέόWƻƘƴмлΥмлύ  
 
If you are ready to surrender your life to the 
Master,  
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ [ƻǊŘΣέ ŀƴŘ 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 
dead, you will be saved.   
 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.  
(Acts 16:31) 
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Across  

3. The _______ builder did not build on a solid 
foundation. (7) 
4. We are to do ____ to our enemies. (4) 
5. Jesus said to not stop anyone from taking this. 
(5) 
7. We are told not to do this. (5) 
8. We are to ___ good to those who hate us. 
10. We are to give to anyone who _____. (4) 
12. We are blessed when men ____ us because 
we belong to Jesus. (4) 
13. The man with a plank in his eye finds a _____ 
in someone else's eye. (5) 
14. The ______ who hears but does not put them 
into practice is like a man who does not build on a 
solid foundation. (3) 
15. The ______ made the foolish man's house 
collapse. (5) 
16. Those who weep will ______. (5) 
17. We are to ____ the other cheek. (4) 
19. Give, not expecting this. (9) 
23. The wise man's house was build on this. (4) 
24. We are to _____ the plank from our eye so we 
can see how to remove the speck from another's 
eye. (6) 
25. Those who laugh will do this. (4) 
27. This word means trouble. (3) 
28. These people do good to each other. (7) 
29. If someone takes what we have, we should not 
_______ that they give it back. (6) 
30. The one who wrote about the sermon. (4) 

Down  

1. It is foolish for the ____ to try to lead the blind. 
(5) 
2. The wise man's house was build on a solid 
_______. (10) 
3. Their _____ spoke well of the false prophets. 
(7) 
4. When we do this our reward will be great. (4) 
6. If someone takes my _____, I will be willing to 
give my tunic also. (5) 
9. We will be judges by the same 
_____we use. (7) 
11. The poor will get this. (7) 
15. A tree is judges by its ________. (5) 
18. The flood could not ____ the wise man's 
house. (5) 
20. Their blessing will be the kingdom. (4) 
21. We should love our ______. (7) 
22. Our response to enemies. (4) 
24. We get this when we love our enemies. (6) 
25. This man built on a solid foundation. (4) 
26. A large board. (5) 

 


