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Bookby-Book OverviewJoel

Overview
Joel uses a recent calamity in the nation of Judah to teach his hearers a prophetic
|l esson. The | ocusts have come, and sud

spokesman Joel uses this national disaster to bring a dire warning of a far worse
catastrophe. Not locusts, but an army from the north will attack Judah and leave
devastation even more complete than that of the locusts. The only hope of escape in
this Day of the Lord is to r egarments,andtuinRe
unt o the Lord your Godo: (2: 13) .fdevasfatingi
judgment God will send unparalleled blessing. He will judge the nations that hurt His
people and bring peace to Zion.

Key Concepts

o Natural disasters (like the locust plague in Joel) can serve as the judgment of God,
but not all who suffer the consequences should therefore be judged guilty. Such
disasters draw our attention to God and stimulate us to self-examination.

e The Day of Judgment is to be feared, and therefore should motivate us to change
our ways.

e Prophecy is more important for what it reveals about God than of what it reveals
about the future. Fulfillment is sure, but the message is primary.

Key Teachings about God

e God wants us to respond to him wholeheartedly.

e God is jealous for his people, meaning that he is energetically seeking their loyalty
in a committed relationship.

e God holds the nations responsible for how they treat his people.

e (God forgives the sin of his people.

Joel
A friend of mine told me the other

day, fiYou Kk nolecust w
preacher over f

I said, AYou me
preacher. 0 He

i Oh, you didnot S

This one really bugs me-does it bug you too?

Joel-Locusts
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FROM THE The Benefits of Thanksgiving

Webve just celebrated Thanksgivin
Christmas season and soon will be into a new year. Before we get too
far away from Thanksgiving, | wanted to share a few thoughts with you
about it. | toés understandable tha
on Christmas and the New Year, but for Christians we dare not neglect
to remember and apply the | essons that
that here.

SENIOR PASTOR

We are all aware of the commands in Scripture to be thankful. Psalms 106:1,
fiPraise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forevera Ephesians 5:20, fialways
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christa 1 Thessalonians 5:18,
figive thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesusa We are also aware of the
primary thing for which we are to give thanks and that is to God for sending Jesus Christ to be our Savior and
for His amazing sacrifice for us in dying for our sins so that we might have eternal life in Him i 2 Corinthians
9:15, AThanks be to God for his indescribable giftdo Ther e6s Chr i st mas agai n! I
aware of the great benefits to us of having a grateful and thankful heart? Consider these three benefits:

1. Thanksgiving keeps us focused on God in Christ.

All we have we have as a gift from God in Christ. James 1:17 AEvery good and perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.0And Paul
says, in Romans 8:32, fiHe who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also,
along with him, graciously give us all things?0

Most of us spend far too much time focusing on ourselves rather than on what God has done for us in Jesus,
and because we do that our attitudes are often ne;q
Ol'iver in Charles Dickens moiefmaused dn e thivge we dd have g ao . I 1
blessing from God in Christ, rather than on what we d o nhave, we would be more contented. This is a good
lesson to remember on Christmas morning!

2. Thanksgiving keeps us fixed on grace.

To be fixed on grace is to have a constant attitude of deep gratitude to God because | realize that | do not
deserve anything | édve been given. As we know, we |
Afentitledd to what they have hsmfularmganck and prdswmption. Thhi s
Apostle Paul had the right attitude: 1 Cor i nt hi Bns bh%: dtbhefAigrace of God
this attitude, it will be a humble admission that we do not deserve any of the blessings God has so freely

bestowed upon us. | hope on Christmas morning when we open presents we will feel the same!

3. Thanksaqiving keeps us free from grumbling.

Certainly America today is a grumbling nation. We grumble about the current administration, about the
congress, about taxes (always about taxes!), about the price of gas, and the list goes on and on. To watch the
evening news is a depressing exercise and one that easily gives way to grumbling. Unfortunately a spirit of
grumbling has also infected the church. Many churches mimic the nation of Israel who seemed to never be
content with Mosesd | eadership or with their @Al ot
care of them. Paul also has a word for us on this matter using the example of Israel: 1 Corinthians 10:10-11
1% And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel. ** These things
happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the

ages has come.0 A grateful and thank f u | heart is a sure antidote to
and grumble when we are praising and thanking God for all His blessings to us!

As we approach the celebration of Chri st os b inChrid,,
fixed on grace, and free from grumbling. May you have a merry Christmas and a God blessed New Year!
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Upcoming Events

Dec. 1, 7:00 pm Alliance Women Meeting

Dec. 2-3 Planet Wisdom-Youth Event

Dec. 4 Communion/Healing

Dec. 4, 3-5:00 pm Christmas Practice

Dec. 5 SCRIP order Placed

Dec. 10, 9-11:00 am Christmas Practice

) Christmas Program during the

Dec. 11, 9:45 am church service

Dec. 11, 12:00 pm Chili Iu_nch and youth
fundraiser

Dec. 11, 3-5:00 pm Elder & Deaconess Meetings
Sign-up deadline

Dec. 14 Bi% Sandy Camp
3" - 6" grade

Dec. 24, 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 25 Christmas & Sunday Service
No Bible Fellowship Classes

Dec. 25 (Sunday School)

Dec. 31 New Years Eve

Jan. 1 New Years Day

Jan. 2 SCRIP order Placed

Jan. 6-8 Big Sandy Camp 3" -6"

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. B-Day

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 4 Joyful 'toon by Mike Waters

HEY, HOW CAN
| GET THAT
LIGHT IN ME?

@
YOU GOTTA
GET _PLUGGED

INTO THE WIRE!

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” - Joun 8:12 niv

December 2011 A January 2012 A

© 2008 Michael D. Waters

www.joyfultoons.com

Missions Spotligat

Guatemala

Geography

The size of Tennessee, Guatemala
(42,042 sqg. mi)

Consists of 3 main regions-cool highlands,
tropical area along its coasts, and

tropical jungles in the northern lowlands.

Population
13,276,517; infant mortality rate 1 27.8/1,000;
Life expectancy 1 70.3

Capitol
Guatemala City (3,784,700)

Languages
Spanish-60%; Amerindian (23 languages)-40%

Economy
Per capita income i $4,700, inflation T 6.8%;
Unemployment i 3.2%; literacy rate 1 71%

Government
Constitutional democratic republic. Guatemala
gained independence from Spain in 1821. In

1996, after a 36-year guerilla war, the government

signed a peace agreement formally ending the
conflict.

Religions
Roman Catholic, Protestant, indigenous Mayan

C&MA Churches
Entry in 1969- 33 organized churches, 16

ordained ministers, 5,228 baptized members, and

9,399 inclusive members.

Guatemala Clgy
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Rev. Fred Hartley

As the Christmas season is upon us, | am reminded of the fact that life can get pretty crazy during
this time of the year. With church ministries, social gatherings, baking and shopping for that
can get so caught wup in the

perfect

really enjoy what Christmas is all about . .
spired by

We ar e
f or mul a

exercis

My desi

prayer

r

g

n
f

n

e

i ft, we

. Emmanuel, God with us!
t he Psal mi st

in 46: 10 to

or His children to know Him and to
become so difficult to follow. Life has so many distractions that keep us from being still. We are
constantly pulled in different directions through our jobs, entertainment, facebook, house chores,

g and | 6ve barely scratched the sur
holidays, whew what a busy time!
is to experience al/l
caught up with this activity and eating that Christmas cookie that | get to the end of the year and
wonder, what just happened? No, on the contrary, | plan to spend considerable time in the
church prayer room this Christmas season, taking time to reflect on the goodness of God. Our
room i s designed so that
phone and to do list at home and spend time in the peace and quiet of the prayer room and truly
experience Emmanuel.

t hat God has

we can follo

Please pray for our 11 youth and 4 adults who will be traveling to Eden Prairie, December 2-3, for
a youth conference called Planet Wisdom. The theme of the weekend is 24/7:66. This weekend
will challenge teens to live the Word of God every day of their lives. The teaching will train them
to articulate the evidence for the credibility of Scripture, understand the basic structure of the
Bible, and teach them three different approaches to studying the Bible on their own.

|l 6m | ooki

ng forward to my first

Pastor Fred
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mtouch

ofneMaA St er
Hand

We¢gla ol GGSNBR
And the audbneer

Thought it scarcely worth his while
To waste much time on the old violig
But held it up with a smile.

by R

G2 KIFG Y L 6ARZXZ 3N
G2 K2Qff &aGFNI GKS
A Dollar, a dollag now two, only twog
¢tp2 R2{f{II NAZABYRKBEBSRKE f

t
OARRAY!

G¢KNBS R2ffI NA 2y OS> (KNJ
D2AYy 3 T2oMndi KNBESKQ
From the room far back a grdnaired man

Came forward and picked up the bow;

Then wiping the dust from the old violin,
And tightening up all the strings,

He played a melodgure and sweet,

As sweet as an angel sings.

The music ceased, and the auctioneer,
With a voice that was quiet and low,
{FARY a2KIFG Y L
And he held it up with the bow.

OAR F2NJ

al 0K2dza¢llyyRR RRK2AQINI YI 1 S
Twothousandtt YR ¢ K2Qf f YIF 1S Al
Three thousand once and

three thousand twiceg

l'YR J2Ay3 FYR 32y SHE al Al
The people cheered, but some of them cried,

428 R2 y20 ljdAGS dzy RSNHG |
gKFEG OKIFIYy3aSR Ala 62NIKKE
The man replied:

oOoThe touch of t
Many a man with life out of tune,

And battered and torn with sin,

Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd,

Much like the old violin.

| SQa 3J2Ay3 2y0S YR 3J2AY:

| SQa -an# alryost gone!
December 2011 A January 2012 A

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd
Never can quite understand

The worth of a soul and the change
¢CKIFGQa gNRdAdAKIG

.8 UKS (2d2O0K 27
-Myra Brooks Welch

GKS al

The Master is Jesus Christ. The bible tells of the
Many lives He changeéie healed the sick (Luke
5:17-26); He gave sight to the blind (Mark 8:2@);
He evened raised the dead (Luke 7117 John
11:1-44).

He has the power to give you a new and better life
1S A& adAatt GKS al adSN
powerisgivg’ dzy G2 YS Ay KSI ¢
(Matthew 28:18)

A new, better, and more meaningful life a can be

e2dzNAR AF ée2dz gAff &dzNN
things
g2N)] G23SGKSNJ F2NJ 322R

OW2YlFya yYHYyO® WS & dza
might have life, and that they might have it more
odzy Ryt edéd 6W2KyMmnYmn

If you are ready to surrender your life to the
Master,

O2yFSaa soAGK @&2dzNJ Y2dz
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt t
saved.
(Acts 16:31)

6|23 /14
5| [2][8] |6[3] |1
4 6] |9 8
9 | 4
2 7| |5 3
6| |3[1| |4]|8] |5
7(5(6]2[1
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ACross

3. The builder did not build on a solid
foundation. (7)

4. We aretodo ____ to our enemies. (4)

5. Jesus said to not stop anyone from taking this.
(5)

7. We are told not to do this. (5)

8. We areto ___ good to those who hate us.

10. We are to give to anyone who . (4)

12. We are blessed when men ____ us because

we belong to Jesus. (4)
13. The man with a plank in his eye finds a

Down

1. Itis foolish for the _ to try to lead the blind.
(25.)The wise man's house was build on a solid
Wﬂ spoke well of the false prophets.

4. When we do this our reward will be great. (4)
6. If someone takes my , | will be willing to
give my tunic also. (5)

9. We will be judges by the same

we use. (7)

in someone else's eye. (5)

14. The who hears but does not put them
into practice is like a man who does not build on a
solid foundation. (3)

15. The made the foolish man's house
collapse. (5)

16. Those who weep will . (5)

17. We areto _____the other cheek. (4)

19. Give, not expecting this. (9)
23. The wise man's house was build on this. (4)

24. We are to the plank from our eye so we
can see how to remove the speck from another's
eye. (6)

25. Those who laugh will do this. (4)
27. This word means trouble. (3)
28. These people do good to each other. (7)

29. If someone takes what we have, we should not

that they give it back. (6)
30. The one who wrote about the sermon. (4)
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11. The poor will get this. (7)

15. A tree is judges by its .(5)

18. The flood could not _ the wise man's
house. (5)

20. Their blessing will be the kingdom. (4)
21. We should love our (7

22. Our response to enemies. (4)

24. We get this when we love our enemies. (6)
25. This man built on a solid foundation. (4)
26. A large board. (5)
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